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ELOPE\/

Ensemble for
Lyrical Operetta,
Productions Edmonton

PRESENTS:

RENT

Book, Music and Lyrics by
JONATHAN LARSON

Director: Musical Director: Choreographer:
EDWARD MEDEIROS RACHEL HAVERKAMP  AMELIA BOUTIN

Content advisory: R rated. Please be advised this production contains adult language,
LGBTAQ relationships, drug addiction, homelessness and highlights the HIV/AIDS epidemic as
it existed in America during the late 1980s and early '90s. The presentation and discussion

of sexual content, marginalized members of our community, and the struggles society faced
during the AIDS crisis may be difficult and traumatic to experience. Viewer discretion is advised.

Production effects advisory: Production will contain flashing red and blue lights.

Running Time: 2 hours, 15 minutes plus intermission
The Fringe Theatre Cafe will be open before the show and during intermission

Welcome to the Westbury Theatre. We would like to acknowledge that we are located on
Treaty 6 territory, and respect the histories, languages and cultures of First Nations, Métis, Inuit
and all First Peoples of Canada, whose presence continues to enrich our vibrant community.

“RENT” is presented through special arrangement with Musical Theatre International (MTI).
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by mtishows.com.

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.
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NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR

The birth of this production took place last year just across the street at The Next Act
Pub. We were deep into the production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
when I found myself at a table with many of our young cast and crew. By the time we

get that far into the process, [ often find myself looking ahead to the next one. I asked
the table, “What should we do next?” There was an immediate and almost unanimous
answer: “RENT!” | asked why and they told me that they felt the themes and message of
RENT were very relevant and appropriate for today’s social and political climate. [ wasn’t
immediately convinced. After all, this is a story about my generation; in the early 1990s,
[ was the same age as the characters in RENT, and my generation seems so different
from today’s young people. I sat with the idea for a while and tried to understand why it
means as much to today’s generation as it did for mine when it dawned on me. RENT is
about the family we find as we make our way in this world, as well as the uncertain and
fleeting nature of life itself. I also realized that these themes were as relevant today as
they were in the '90s or as when Puccini wrote La Bohéme in 1895, which tonight’s play
is heavily based upon. The themes of RENT are timeless and universal.

From an artistic point of view, I felt it important that, in telling this story, it must remain
authentic and genuine to the time it was written and to the play itself. The story is about
a group of friends and their relationships, their hopes, their dreams and quite often their
fears. I felt it important to keep the story small and intimate and to fight the temptation
to turn it into a grand spectacle, as a rock opera can lend itself to doing. My team and I
made every effort to stay true to the feel and spirit of East Village of New York City in the
1990s. We were dedicated to keeping true to the script and the score and not put a spin
on it that may detract from the intended vision of the author.

It is important to mention that the author, Jonathan Larson, died the night before the
Off-Broadway premiere of his show at the age of 35. This puts a special meaning and
impact behind his words “No day but today.” We never know what day could be our last.
If the audience takes anything away from tonight’s production, I would hope that it's we
should live our lives to the fullest and to love those around us with all of our hearts.

[ am proud to say that I still have the same friends that I did in the '90s where we very
much lived our lives as young Bohemians. Sadly, not all of us are still alive today, and
that’s why [ would like to dedicate my contribution to this production, however small, to
the memory of my dear friend Dallas Beck, who left this world too early.

[ hope you enjoy what the artistic team and this wonderfully talented cast has put
together for you tonight. Vive La Vie Bohéme!

Edward Medeiros
Director



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

As ELOPE enters its fourth decade as Edmonton’s oldest musical theatre company,
[ am humbled to have been a part of the journey for 13 of those years. In the last
few years, we have seen a significant rise in social issues which have returned to
relevance the major themes displayed in our spring 2024 production, RENT.

This '90s cult classic follows a year in the life of some of New York City’s most
marginalized groups and their struggles. AIDS, addiction, homelessness and hatred
toward the LGBTQAI2+ communities are front and centre in this edgy rock musical.

In keeping with the important issues brought to the fore in RENT, ELOPE has
partnered with iHuman, whose youth members helped create the graffiti wall

that provides the backdrop for the set. iHuman is an NGO that provides numerous
services and support for Edmonton’s inner city marginalized communities. It has
been a pleasure to coordinate the workshop for their youth to express themselves
and be part of Edmonton’s greater arts culture. A big shout out to the organizers and
volunteers at iHuman for the awesome work they do!

In addition, watch for our cast at the end of each performance as they will be
collecting donations for a different designated social support agency each day. Please
give what you can and help ELOPE make a difference where it matters most.

We hope you enjoy the hard work of our actors and production crew as much as they
enjoyed being a part of this project.

Thank you,

B@M 7—4/044/

President, ELOPE sical Theatre

’ ELOPE Musical Theatre is one of Edmonton’s

longest-standing community musical
E I_O P E theatre institutions. Since 1983, we
Ensemble for have been providing fabulous musical
Lyrical Operetta theatre entertainment for audiences and

Productions Edmonton opportunities for participants.

ELOPE Board of Directors 2023-24

President - Brent Tyson Treasurer - Kara Little
Vice President - Peter Gregg Secretary - Kim Lang
Members at Large - Ken Alyluia, Cory Christensen, Sarah Dussome,
Christopher Horobec, Julieanna Lazowski, Callum McCabe, Edward
Medeiros, Jon Shields, Samantha Tyson
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MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT 1

e “Tune Up #1” ¢ “Tango Maureen”
e “Voice Mail #1” ¢ “Support Group”
e “Tune Up #2” e “Out Tonight”

e “Rent” ¢ “Another Day”

e “Christmas Bells” o “Will I?”

¢ “You Okay Honey?” ¢ “On the Street”

e “Tune Up” (reprise) e “Santa Fe”

e “One Song Glory” ¢ “I'll Cover You”

e “Light My Candle” * “We’re Okay”

e “Voice Mail #2” ¢ “Christmas Bells”
e “Today For You” ¢ “Over the Moon”
e “You’'ll See” ¢ “LaVie Bohéme/I Should Tell You”

ACT 11

e “Seasons of Love A” ¢ “Contact”

e “Happy New Year A” * “I'll Cover You” (reprise)

e “Voice Mail #3” * “Halloween”

e “Voice Mail #4” ¢ “Goodbye Love”

e “Happy New Year B” e “What You Own”

e “Valentine’s Day Crossover” ¢ “Voice Mail #6”

e “Take Me or Leave Me” * “Finale A”

e “Seasons of Love B” ¢ “Your Eyes”

e “Without You” ¢ “Finale B”

e “Voice Mail #5” * “La Vie Bohéme” (exit music)

Eva Peet

Store Manager

Kal Taha

Sleep Consultant

13650 137th Ave NW
Edmonton, AB T5L 566
587-497-211
matt2(@mattressmattress.com

13650 137th Ave NW
Edmonton, AB T5L 566
587-497-211

mattl 2@ mattressmattress.com

We know mattresses!
A better mattress, A better sleep. A better you.

We know mattresses!
A better mattress. A better sleep. A better you.
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THE CAST

Mark Cohen
Roger Davis

Mimi Marquez
Tom Collins

Angel Dumitt Schunard

Maureen Johnson

Joanne Jefferson

Benjamin “Benny” Coffin III ..
Ensemble

Benjamin Todd

John Avila

Kaitlynn Eve
Jeremey Zimmerman
Don Figueroa

Kendra Humphrey
Kathryn Kroeker
Liam Lorrain
Alexander Voutchkov
Amy Ramnarine
Danielle Hall (Dance Captain)
Jack Bizuk

Katelyn Cabalo

Kevin Cambridge
Sable Billings-Boltz
Selina Bomberger
Veronica Masik

CHARITY
PARTNERS

Following each performance, the cast of
RENT will collect donations for a different

social support agency. We hope you'll

give generously to help these important

community organizations:

HIV Edmonton

Our House

Edmonton 2 Spirit Society
iHuman

RARICANOW

Bissell Centre

Terra Centre

Rainbow Railroad

THANK YOU!

ELOPE Musical Theatre would like
to gratefully acknowledge the support
of the community and their contributions.
Also a big Thank You to the following:

e Roberta Rolf
e Walterdale Theatre

e Our box office and usher
volunteers

... and all the front of house,
backstage volunteers and others
who didn’t make the program
but contributed to make this
show a success!




Music Director ...vvvvvviiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnns Rachel Haverkamp
Assistant Music Director...................... Michael Huang
Keyboard 1...........ccoiiiiiiiiiiin Michael Huang
Keyboard 2. Gary Gilham
Drums/Percussion .............coiiiiiiinn. Joe Caruk
Electric/Acoustic Guitar...................... Ivy Poon

Bass. .o e Justin Litun

PRODUCTION TEAM

Director........coovviiiiiiiiiii i Edward Medeiros
Musical Director. ..., Rachel Haverkamp
Choreographer ................cooiiiiiint. Amélia Boutin
Production Manager ........................ Brent Tyson
Stage Manager.........ooviuiiiiiienennennn. Samantha Tyson
Co-Production Manager /

Sound Designer / Technical Director....... Jon Shields
Property Master............coovviiiiinnenn.. Debbie Caseburg Tyson
Intimacy Direction ....................... ... Amanda Bergen
Costume Design ............ccooviiiviin... Debbie Caseburg Tyson

Sarah Dussome
Merrin Fraser
Samantha Tyson

Lighting Designer ................coovien.. Rebecca Cave
Assistant Music Director..................... Michael Huang
Assistant Stage Manager..................... Kellie Hoekstra
Assistant Stage Manager /

Assistant Property Master................. Callum McCabe
Marketing Manager.................c.oouenn. Kara Little
Assistant Marketing Manager ............... Sarah Dussome

PRODUCTION VOLUNTEERS

ScenicPainter.............. ... ...l Annique Comeau
SetPiece Builder ...................oiit. Cory Christensen
Videographer for “Mark’s Film” .............. Jaxon Lastiwka
Program Design.....................coont. Glenn Cook
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iHuman

BE A HERO TO YOUR CREATIVITY

Founded in 1997, iHuman Youth
Society stands as a beacon of hope in
edmonton by championing the cause

of the city’s marginalized youth. our
mission goes beyond mere engagement;
we are deeply committed to driving
social change while fostering positive
personal development and wellbeing.

ELOPE has partnered with iHuman

to sponsor an urban art workshop to
produce a graffiti wall painted by our
own inner city youth. This wall will be
showcased on the set and was created
under the direction of scenic painter
Annique Comeau.




CAST BIOS

ALEXANDER VOUTCHKOV - Ensemble

Alexander Voutchkov is an emerging performer and director based in
Edmonton. He is primarily a comedic actor who has enjoyed opportunities

to expand his experience over the last couple of years. As a longtime RENT
enjoyer himself, he is delighted to be performing in it as his first Edmonton
musical. Thank you to Madison and Nicole! You know what you all did.
Previous performance credits include Train One To Coal Valley, Lemon (New
Works Festival), Punch Up (University of Alberta) and The Wonderful World of
Dissocia (Citadel Theatre.)

AMY RAMNARINE - Ensemble

Amy (she/they) is thrilled to be part of this incredible cast and crew. RENT
marks their debut with ELOPE Musical Theatre and first return to the stage
since a youth production of Phantom and the Opera (Phantom). She is deeply
grateful to be part of this story of dignity, hope, and the power of community.
To all the queers, theatre nerds, dreamers, and chosen families — this one’s
for you.

BENJAMIN TODD - Mark Cohen

Benjamin is excited to make his ELOPE Musical Theatre debut in RENT.

He recently relocated back to his home province after attending Sheridan
College for their Honours Bachelor of Musical Theatre Performance program.
He is pumped to share this story of authentic radical love and acceptance.
Past credits include: Hospital Ghost in Ghost: The Musical; Max Bialystock in
The Producers; and Uncle Henry/The Guard in The Wizard of Oz. He would like
to dedicate this show to all the queer and trans youth out there. We got you.
We hear you. And we will fight for you! Enjoy the show!

DANIELLE HALL - Ensemble / Dance Captain

Danielle has always had a love for performing. She has been in a number of
other productions including Cats, West Side Story and Beauty and the Beast.
She has a background in competitive artistic gymnastics and trampoline,
and eventually switched over to dance. This is her second show with ELOPE
after performing in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat and she’s
excited to once again help out as dance captain. Danielle is excited to be a
part of this cast of RENT and to help tell this beautiful story.

DON FIGUEROA - Angel Dumott Schunard

Don is thrilled to be in ELOPE Theatre’s production of RENT! Don has previously
worked with ELOPE in Brigadoon. Don is currently studying at MacEwan
University and is working towards their BFA in Musical Theatre. Outside of
theatre, Don loves crafting, gaming and thrifting, especially when paired with
bubble tea! Don would like to thank their parents for always supporting them
and their friends for helping them grow as an artist and person.




CAST BIOS

JACK BIZUK - Ensemble

Jack Bizuk is excited to join his RENT castmates in his first production with
ELOPE Musical Theatre. As a lover of the stage from a young age, you may
have seen Jack in other local productions such as Oklahoma!, Chicago, Fiddler
on the Roof, Anne of Green Gables, Oliver!, Annie Get Your Gun, and Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. Jack has also trained for many years as
a dancer with both Shelley’s Dance Company and Volya Ukrainian Dance.
Jack would like to thank the cast, crew and directors for their support in the
making of this production.

JEREMEY ZIMMERMAN - Tom Collins

Jeremey is excited to be making his debut in this production of RENT.
Jeremey (in)formally studied at the prestigious C.Q.K.A. (Closeted Queer Kid
Academy) where he graduated top of his class with a major in lip syncing and
minor in remembering the lyrics to every Britney Spears song. He would like
to thank his family and friends for their love and support through the years
and his dog Harvey for running lines with him at home. Harvey is terrible
atrunning lines, but the effort was appreciated. Lastly, he wants to thank

his wonderful partner Derek for supporting him and loving him through all
things—which now includes listening to the score for RENT approximately
one million times. Hope you all enjoy the show!

JOHN AVILA - Roger Davis

RENT is John’s debut with ELOPE and he is extremely excited to be working
with this company as well as getting the chance to be in such an iconic and
important story. He wants to thank his coach Shannon for all the work she
has done and for teaching him to believe in himself! This show is dedicated to
his Mom, Dad and Mamu for their support; to his brother Guian for believing
in him; to Jack and Kennedy for their love; to the EoS — Gage, Ethan, Braden,
Ashley, Jayden and Eric — for being his #1 fans; to his Aerotek family for
having his back; and finally, to his younger self watching RENT for the first
time, who would never believe that he would be Roger one day. This one is
especially for you.

KAITLYNN EVE - Mimi Marquez

Originally from Edmonton, Kaitlynn studied dance, acting, and voice for

film, theatre, and television at Randolph College for the Performing Arts

in Toronto. Her most recent credits include Grace in The Noteworthy Life

of Howard Barnes (Light in the Dark Theatre), Ensemble in Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (ELOPE), and Miss Casewell in The Mousetrap
(Walterdale Theatre). She is so honoured to be a part of such an iconic fan-
favourite musical, and is thrilled to be playing the wild, fun, yet emotional
role of Mimi in this production.
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CAST BIOS

KATELYN CABALO - Ensemble

Katelyn Cabalo (she/her) is a first-generation Filipina Canadian performing
artist based in amiskwaciwaskahikan/Edmonton. She is a recent graduate of
the University of Alberta with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Drama and Political
Science. Katelyn is passionate about doing and creating work that emphasizes
the members and stories of marginalized communities, specifically BIPOC.
She believes that theatre is a beautiful platform in which these crucial stories
can be told in a way that inspires empathy. Her work is based in contemporary,
applied, musical and devised theatre, as well as dance. Katelyn also works as
an administrator, stage manager and is a current participant of the Emerging
Assistant Prouder Program with Nextfest. Select theatre credits include:

The Lobbyists (Azimuth Theatre), Tomato Girl (New Works Festival), White
Christmas (Opera Nuova), Everybody (Studio Theatre), 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee (Grindstone Theatre), Lemon (Edmonton Fringe Festival),
and Razia’s Shadow (Citadel Theatre).

KENDRA HUMPHREY - Maureen Johnson

Kendra Humphrey (she/her) is a theatre artist based in
amiskwaciwaskahikan/Edmonton and she is over the moon to be a part of
the RENT team. Kendra has had a passion for theatre that she has pursued
since childhood and she is a graduate from MacEwan University’s Theatre
Arts program. Her past credits include Cry-Baby: The Musical (Alison/

Leduc Drama Society); City of Angels (Donna/MacEwan University); The
Great Gatsby (Jordan Baker/Walterdale Theatre); Imaginary Friend (Juliet/
Straight Edge Theatre); and Cult Cycle (Justine/Straight Edge Theatre). She
would like to extend her thanks to her family and friends who supported her
through this process, the talented cast and crew, the audience who came out
to support local theatre and her upstairs neighbour who had to listen to her
moo all the time. She hopes you enjoy the show! Vive la vie Bohéme!

KEVIN CAMBRIDGE - Ensemble

Kevin (he/him) is thrilled to be making his debut with ELOPE Musical
Theatre in one of his favorite shows. Based in Amiskwaciwaskahikan,
colonially known as Edmonton, he is a recent graduate from the inaugural
class of MacEwan University’s BFA in Music Theatre Performance. Select
theatre credits include: Howard Barnes in The Noteworthy Life of Howard
Barnes; Bill in Never Swim Alone; Duncan in Punch Up; Marty in Dani Girl
(Light in the Dark Theatre); Munchie Moo in Wild Moo’s Chase (Cathexis
Theatre); Fr. Kaulback in Spring Awakening; Gordon in London Road; Lt.
Brannigan in Guys and Dolls; Tinsworthy in 9 To 5 (MacEwan University);
Josh Cohen in The Other Josh Cohen (Birnton Theatricals); as well as various
roles over 11 seasons with the Badlands Passion Play in Drumbheller, Alberta,
including being the Jesus understudy. Kevin thanks his wife, Emily, for all her
love and support; his dog, Fiyero, for all the cuddles when he gets home after
long rehearsals; and everyone involved with this production. He also thanks
you, the audience, for supporting this show! Without you, none of this would
be possible. Enjoy the show!




CAST BIOS

KATHRYN KROEKER - Joanne Jefferson

Kathryn is so grateful to be working with this delightful and talented team
of artists on ELOPE’s production of RENT. A passionate vocalist, actor, and
music historian, Kathryn has a BMus in Vocal Performance from U of A:
Augustana, a Master’s degree in Musicology from the University of Toronto,
and a BA in Psychology from University of Victoria. Recent credits include:

[ Wish My Life Were Like A Musical, A Grand Night for Singing, A Gentleman’s
Guide to Love and Murder (Sibella Hallward) and Into the Woods (Stepmother).
Kathryn would like to thank her amazing husband, Jeremy, for his unfailing
love and support.

LIAM LORRAIN - Benjamin Coffin III

Liam Lorrain is a vocally trained actor hailing from Red Deer, Alberta,

who is currently in his second year of MacEwan University’s BFA program.
Having been in theatre for only a few years, he is excited to finally make his
Edmonton theatre debut! Previous credits include Legally Blonde, Annie and a
variety of cabaret performances in his hometown. Enjoy the show!

SABLE BILLINGS-BOLTZ - Ensemble

Sable Billings-Boltz is a second year acting student at the University of
Alberta, and he’s excited to be a part of RENT as his second musical in the
city. Offstage, you can find him in a field somewhere, maybe. Recent credits
include White Christmas with NUOVA Vocal Arts (ensemble). He would like to
thank his castmates for their passion and camaraderie throughout the entire
process, and he hopes you enjoy the show!

SELINA BOMBERGER - Ensemble

Selina is excited to be a part of her second big musical production, RENT.

She entered into this world as a lead in her first musical theatre production,
Broadway Rocks, last year and couldn’t wait to step on the stage again with a
new cast, crew and story to tell. Selina has been performing and singing her
whole life however her love of musical theatre was sparked only last year! She
has since been in a cabaret show as well as a Halloween musical. Her vocals
have always been her strong suit however learning and growing into musical
theatre as a whole has been the best experience. Selina is so excited to be able
to bring RENT to life for all of you with the hopes that you enjoy experiencing
the show as much as the cast enjoyed creating it!

VERONICA MASIK - Ensemble

Veronica is thrilled to return to ELOPE for RENT. Select past credits include:
The Addams Family Musical (Wednesday); Legally Blonde (Serena); Cabaret
(Lulu); The Great Gatsby (Ensemble); The Kiss of the Spider Woman (Marta);
Kiss Me Kate (Hattie); Sweeney Todd (Ensemble); City of Angels (River City
Quartet); and A Little Night Music (Mrs. Segstrom). Veronica can also be

seen performing in Edmonton as various princess characters for Enchanted
Princess Parties, most often as Elsa from Frozen. RENT parallels many of the
struggles of today’s young adults — please keep this in mind as you watch
the show; avocado toast is not always to blame. Shoutout to her partner, Ben,
for his love and support!
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PRODUCTION BIOS

AMANDA BERGEN - Intimacy Direction

Amanda graduated from the MFA Directing and the BA Drama programs at
the University of Alberta. Acting credits include Bitches: A Woman'’s Fury, The
Flood: A Disaster Story, and Trout Stanley. Her passion for leading creators
and educating folks in drama and communication has brought her to teach
with the Grindstone Theatre, U of A Drama and Concordia University of
Edmonton. As founding artistic director and producer of the Capitol Theatre,
she programmed and directed quirky, heart-filled productions including The
Importance of Being Earnest, The Velveteen Rabbit, and Poof! The Musical by
Nick Green and Darrin Hagen. At the University of Alberta, Tribes was the
production that opened up the world of accessible theatre and changed how
she teaches and creates. Amanda continues to shift and adjust as a director
and educator, focusing on anti-racist practices and consent-based theatre.
Currently, she is expanding her theatre “toolbox” to include intimacy direction.

AMELIA BOUTIN - Choreographer

Amélia is thrilled to be returning to choreograph for ELOPE this year!

Her previous choreographic experience include Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat (ELOPE), Frozen Jr. (Holy Family School), and The

Lion King Jr. (Holy Family School). As a performer, she played the role of
Maggie in Brigadoon (ELOPE) and recently performed an original piece in the
SkirtsAFire emBODYment Showcase. She’s honoured to have worked with
this fabulous cast/crew and hopes that you will enjoy the show.

BRENT TYSON - Production Manager

Brent is honored to produce his sixth ELOPE musical. He has been the
president of ELOPE since 2019. He also has been ELOPE’s Production
Manager for City of Angels (2016), Sweeney Todd (2017), Young Frankenstein
(2018), Cabaret (2019) and Brigadoon (2022). Brent has made several
appearances on stage. in short films and recently survived being kidnapped
and fed to rats in an Iron Reagan thrash metal video.

CALLUM McCABE - Assistant Stage Manager /

Assistant Properties Manager

Callum is excited to work on RENT for the second time. He loves the show
having worked on it previously in high school with Scona Theatre Co. under
Linette Smith. Once again, he is working behind the scenes, this time as an
assistant stage manager. He would like to pass his thanks and love to the cast
and crew for bringing this piece together and especially to Sam, his loving
partner, to whom he thinks the world of.




PRODUCTION BIOS

DEBBIE CASEBURG TYSON - Properties Manager

Debbie is thrilled to once again be herding stray cats, organizing props

and making strange things for ELOPE for the seventh time! Recent local
productions include Brigadoon, The Swearing Jar, The Penelopiad and A Fitting
Confusion. One of Debbie’s favourite parts of every show is interpreting and
researching the history and vision behind the work and bringing that story
to the audience through the tangible objects the actors interact with. Every
show comes with challenges, new things to learn and surprising discoveries.
She is grateful she gets to experience the ride with both her real family and
her theatre one. Break legs everyone!

EDWARD MEDEIROS - Director

Edward is back behind the table this year as the director of RENT. His more
than 20 years of experience both on and off the stage have been put to the
test by both a challenging show and an extremely talented cast that has
forced him to keep on his toes. He sincerely hopes you enjoy this production
which means so much to so many. Vive la vie Bohéme!

JON SHIELDS - Co-Production Manager /
Sound Designer / Technical Director

Jon is excited to see RENT on stage again after directing many productions,
such as Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat, Guys and Dolls,
Sweeney Todd, Brigadoon, and Songs for a New World with ELOPE; The Crucible,
Three Musketeers and Ordinary People with Horizon Players; and Electra
(assistant director, Edmonton Fringe). Jon recently lent his voice to Walterdale
Playhouse’s The December Man and has performed various roles such as Nick
in Who'’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?; Henry Trevor/Baptista in Kiss Me Kate; and
most recently Sherlock Holmes in Sherlock Holmes and the Inane Investigation
at the Edmonton Fringe. By day, Jon is a high school teacher where he has has
taught improv, technical theatre, advanced acting and musical theatre, and has
directed numerous productions including Anything Goes, Cyrano de Bergerac,
Amadeus, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, White Christmas and The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. Jon would like to thank his wife Annique
and their children Madeleine, Félix and Benoit for their support.

KARA LITTLE - Marketing

Kara enjoys escaping from real life on the stage. She has been a cast member
in several companies around Edmonton and part of the ELOPE board for over
10 years, doing the marketing for many shows since. Favourite performances
over the years include playing Annie Oakley in Annie Get Your Gun with
Sherard at Festival Place and participating in bringing the Broadway Writer
to Edmonton to see our Western Canada premiere of Tale of Two Cities.
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PRODUCTION BIOS

MICHAEL HUANG - Assistant Music Director

Michael was born and raised in Edmonton. His musical education began at
age 5 in the forms of private instruction in piano and violin, music theory,
choir singing and playing in chamber music and orchestral settings. Michael
has won numerous awards from the Edmonton Music and Speech Arts
Festival, previously the Edmonton Kiwanis Music Festival. He continues

to perform regularly, primarily as an accompanist or ensemble musician.
His credits in opera and musical theatre as an ensemble musician include
Orpheus in the Underworld, Kiss Me Kate and Il Tabarro. With ELOPE, he was
part of the orchestra for Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.
Outside of music, Michael is a pharmacist and proud father of two.

RACHEL HAVERKAMP - Music Director

Rachel is a Fort Saskatchewan-based creative. She loves all things artistic
and lives to perform, direct, conduct and design for all kinds of local
productions. Musicals are her specialty! Community theatre is one of her
greatest passions, so she recently founded Enchanted Theatre, a brand new
community theatre company in Fort Saskatchewan. Last year, she had the
pleasure of music directing ELOPE’s Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat. RENT will be Rachel’s second show with ELOPE. She is ecstatic
to be music directing and conducting for this passionate, and powerful
production about the pain and beauty of life and death. She hopes you enjoy
rocking out with us, Bohemian style!

REBECCA CAVE - Lighting Designer

This is Rebecca’s third production with ELOPE, and she is delighted to be back.
They’ve been working in Edmonton community theatre for several years,
most recently designing lights for Walterdale’s The Swearing Jar and Amigo’s
Blue Guitar, as well as Paper Crown Theatre’s production of The Cat and The
Canary. This show has been a wonderful opportunity to work with a variety of
faces both familiar and new, and they’ve had a blast as always. Hopefully, the
audience enjoys watching the show as much as the crew has working on it.

SAMANTHA TYSON - Stage Manager

Samantha is ecstatic to be back in her hometown of Edmonton working on
RENT. Samantha is a trained singer, dancer and actor who finds immense
joy in working both on and off stage. Previous stage management credits
include Carousel (assistant stage manager, Foote in the Door); Sweeney Todd
(assistant stage manager) and Songs for a New World (ELOPE); and Clowns in
Space and The Penelopiad (University of Alberta). When not stage managing,
she loves performing as her clown, Stella. Outside of theatre, Samantha
works as a secondary school English teacher, merging her two biggest
passions: reading and theatre. She would like to pass all her love on to the
cast and crew of this show, but particularly to her fiancé, Callum, for all his
love and support both in and outside of RENT. Without him, she would not be
capable of all she does. Much love and enjoy!




